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				It seems JavaScript is either disabled or not supported by your browser. Please enable your JavaScript in order to use the site in standard view.

			

		

		Dismiss We will be performing system updates on Sunday, March 17th, from 10am-noon ET. You may experience brief service interruptions during that time.







			
				

				
					
					
			
		
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
					
				
				
				
					
						
						
							404: Innovation Engine Stalled

but we’ll get you where you need to go!


							
						

					

				

				
				
				
			

			
				

				
			

			
			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				It looks like you arrived here because what you’re looking for wasn’t found. Don’t worry, though, we’ll get you where you need to go! IP.com® combines ideation, problem-solving, intellectual property & patent intelligence software with comprehensive services, which accelerates clients’ innovation workflows. Click below to find your way back!
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							Join IP.com at IP Watchdog AI Masters 2024
Join IP.com at IP Watchdog AI Masters, March 4-6, 2024! Attend our session and schedule a meeting for an exclusive preview of exciting new features in our IP Suite. Don't miss this chance to dive into the future of intellectual property!
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							The Industry's First Guide to Responsible AI in Accelerating Innovation
Unlock the potential of responsible AI in our white paper. Explore AI fundamentals, types, and models. Discover how IP.com's commitment ensures secure and ethical AI, driving innovation reliably.


							Download Now

						

					

				

				
				
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
						
						
							From Wired Magazine: Tech Giant's Hidden IP Weapon Revealed
Uncover the hidden strategy employed by industry leaders to share and protect their cutting-edge innovations, with IP.com standing out as the leading destination for implementing this approach.


							Read More

						

					

				

				
				
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
						
						
							Introducing a New Way to Purchase the Powerful, AI-Driven InnovationQ+ 
It's time to discover a new, powerful patent workflow solution to data analytics and competitive insights that enables informed, rapid decisions—reducing costs, maximizing ROI, and accelerating innovation. Choose from one of four flexible on-demand plans to fit your needs and the best part is you can upgrade or switch plans as your needs change.
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				Brands that Trust IP.com



Welcome to IP.com®, a pioneering force in transforming intellectual property management. Our company’s origins date back to 1994 with the creation of our natural language processing engine, Semantic Gist™. Anchoring our mission was a bold aspiration: streamlining research and development evaluation to empower organizations through rapid intellectual property assessment and expedited innovation processes






			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
					
                
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
					
			    

				
            

			

				

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
					
			    

				
            

			

				

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
					
			    

				
            

			

				

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
					
			    

				
            

			

				

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
					
			    

				
            

			

				

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
					
			    

				
            

			

				

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
					
			    

				
            

			

				

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
					
			    

				
            

			

				

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
					
			    

				
            

			

				

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
					
			    

				
            

			

				

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
					
			    

				
            

			

				

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
					
			    

				
            

			

				

			

            

				

			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Introducing IP Suite


			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
					
                
                
					
						
					
                

                
					
				

            

				

			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				We Power the Innovation that Powers the World

Innovation is critical to organizational survival. It is complex, and requires precious time, money and resources. Entities must be agile in order to quickly and cost-effectively move innovations forward.

The IP.com Innovation Power Suite offers end-to-end workflow solutions, complemented by professional services, that enable infinite innovation potential powered by our Semantic Gist® engine. Our offerings provide a single, trusted source of support for anyone looking to conceive, validate, evaluate, protect, target and monetize the highest-potential ideas, innovation and IP in the fastest and most cost-effective way. We give entities everything they need to save time, lower costs and make every decision with the highest confidence.
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				IP Suite: Products


			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
					

					
						
						IQ Ideas+™ is unique in the market, filling a gap that traditional problem-solving tools and methodologies fail to address. It helps innovators and engineers generate and refine ideas with the greatest potential at the source of the process—before precious time and resources are wasted—so you can accelerate ROI.


					

				

			

				Learn More
			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
					

					
						
						InnovationQ+ is an innovation and IP decision support workflow solution packed with powerful data analytics and competitive insights that enable informed, rapid decisions—reducing costs, maximizing ROI, and accelerating innovation. Our patent search software and analytics platform improves ROI across the entire innovation lifecycle, from ideation to monetization.
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						Prior Art Database, the first and largest online prior art disclosure service, provides technical disclosures to patent offices around the world. Safeguard your Freedom to Operate by publishing technical disclosures to the Prior Art Database, making them available instantly.
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				IP Suite: Analytics


			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
					

					
						Patent Vitality Report

						The Patent Vitality Report (PVR) gives patent owners, buyers, and sellers an objective analysis of the assets in a patent portfolio. It provides valuable patent analysis in five understandable scores: overall strength, litigation risk, monetization potential, new technology value, and patent quality.


					

				

			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
					

					
						Technology VITALITY REPORT

						Our Technology Vitality Report uses a proprietary AI engine to power comprehensive IP evaluation, allowing you to rank ideas in a fast, efficient, and transparent way. Get fast and thorough decisions with our Technology Vitality Report (TVR) and improve your review process with less effort.

 


					

				

			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
					

					
						Portfolio Intelligence Report

						Assess your patent portfolio value and stay ahead of competitors while optimizing your IP strategy with customized innovation intelligence delivered by our Portfolio Intelligence Report. Our Portfolio Intelligence Report (PIR) can help you quickly rank and understand portfolios of patented and patent-pending technologies.


					

				

			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				IP Suite: Services


			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				ACCELERATE RESULTS WITH A TRUSTED INNOVATION PARTNER:

Bring your innovations to market faster! Position your research and development team to increase internal efficiency, reduce outsourcing costs, and improve patentability with solutions from IP.com. Rapid innovation requires rapid intelligence. Our world-class Professional Services team speeds up your innovation workflows, completing essential research, analytics, editing, and reporting tasks using industry-leading expertise and our AI-driven solutions.
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				Entrust

Our team of highly-qualified, US-based, and ITAR-compliant subject matter experts provide the industry depth and expertise you need with certainty and confidentiality.


			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Envision

We help you understand threats and opportunities to prioritize R&D, spend better, and achieve your innovation potential.


			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Empower

We surface and organize the most relevant, actionable data to propel your business to more substantial IP and better bottom-line results.


			

			

				
				
				
				
			

			

				

				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Industries & Use Cases


			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Innovation is critical to organizational survival. It is complex and requires precious time, money, and resources. Entities across all industries must be agile to quickly and cost-effectively move innovations forward. IP.com is an innovation acceleration company that provides end-to-end AI-driven workflow solutions and professional services powered by our Semantic Gist® engine. Our offerings provide a single, trusted source of support for anyone looking to conceive, validate, evaluate, protect, target, and monetize the highest-potential ideas, innovation, and IP in the fastest and most cost-effective way across many different industries and users.


			

				Download Our Overview
			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Industries

	Universities & Academia
	Technology
	Healthcare & Science
	Legal & Government
	Venture Capital



			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Users

	Patent Professionals
	Researchers
	Engineers
	Librarians, Faculty & Students
	Inventors
	Attorneys & Paralegal



			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Business Strategy

	Innovation Lifecycle
	Competitive Intelligence
	Portfolio Analysis
	Merger & Acquisition
	Licensing Opportunities
	Competitor Analysis



			

			

				
				
				
				
			

			

				

				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Patent & IP News


			

					
					
					
					
					
					
						
			

				

														The Palworld Phenomenon and Copyright Infringement in the Viral, Fast-Paced Gaming Industry

				
					With a steady increase in patent submission rate and added strain on the patent review and approval system, the USPTO has announced plans to launch a new pre-application review program called the “Pre-Prosecution Pilot” as part of its continuing commitment to expand access to the innovation ecosystem and support under resourced inventors.


read more
			
			
				
			

				

														Get a Preview of Exciting New Features in the IP Suite at AI Masters 2024

				
					Explore AI at IP Watchdog AI Masters 2024! Join the event for discussions on AI and ML. As proud sponsors, we’ll be showcasing innovations from March 4-6, 2024, in Ashburn, Virginia. Connect with us, preview exclusive features, and dive into the future of AI in intellectual property.


read more
			
			
				
			

				

														How the New USPTO Pre-Application Assessment Program Only Reinforces the Need for Integrated & Intelligent Patent Evaluation Software

				
					With a steady increase in patent submission rate and added strain on the patent review and approval system, the USPTO has announced plans to launch a new pre-application review program called the “Pre-Prosecution Pilot” as part of its continuing commitment to expand access to the innovation ecosystem and support under resourced inventors.


read more
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Join IP.com at IP Watchdog AI Masters 2024

















Exciting News! IP.com is proud to sponsor the IP Watchdog AI Masters 2024, happening from March 4-6, 2024, at IPWatchdog Studios in Ashburn, Virginia. Join us for an immersive experience where industry thought leaders will lead discussions on various Artificial-Intelligence (AI) and Machine-Learning (ML) topics. Be sure to attend a compelling discussion on Ethical AI, featuring distinguished panelist Jim Durkin, Managing Director of Product Management at IP.com.

Schedule a meeting for an exclusive preview of new features in our AI-powered IP workflow solutions. Don’t miss the chance to connect with us, preview our innovations, and explore the future of AI in intellectual property.



 

		IP Watchdog AI Masters 2024
		March 4-6, 2024
		IPWatchdog Studios in Ashburn, Virginia
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				Over the last decade, the total annual patent applications submitted to the United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) each year is over 600,000 applications. The fastest patent review process time is 6-12 months if fast-tracked via Track One, with the average taking up to 22 months. With a steady increase in patent submission rate and added strain on the patent review and approval system, the USPTO has announced plans to launch a new pre-application review program called the “Pre-Prosecution Pilot” as part of its continuing commitment to expand access to the innovation ecosystem and support under resourced inventors. While this program is an elegant evolution of the USPTO’s mission “to drive U.S. innovation, inclusive capitalism, and global competitiveness,” and meet the demand, it also presents an opportunity for patent professionals to couple the pre-application program with technology that can help accelerate this process even further. 


			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				The Patent Review and Approval Process


			

				
				
				
				
				The average approval rate of patent applications by the USPTO from 2011-2020 is 52.8%, meaning roughly half of all patent applications are approved, depending on the type of patent filed. With the growing demand and advent of new AI technology to screen and assess patent validity, this program will help patent applicants avoid common patent mistakes, language issues, or other barriers that can potentially slow down or invalidate the patent review process, monopolizing the USPTO’s time.


			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				A New Day for Independent Inventors, Entrepreneurs, and Innovators

This new USPTO program has the potential of providing a more welcoming and encouraging innovation ecosystem for independent inventors as they seek to protect and bring to market their ideas. With a program such as this in place, it will also help raise awareness of the importance of incorporating a cloud-based, AI-powered innovation management and ideation tool to help independent inventors streamline their innovation workflow, minimize wasted time and cost, and enhance their overall efficiency and patent application quality. 


			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Where IQ Ideas+ Excels


			

				
				
				
				
				Patent applications are costly, often costing $15,000 or more depending on the process, industry, and type of patent. The pre-application program initiated by the USPTO is an innovative enhancement to the services already provided by the USPTO. The goal of this pre-application program is to help educate innovators and entrepreneurs on the complex patent application process to help solve the massive influx of patent applications and reduce the rate of patent rejections. What is missing from the program is a method of optimizing the ideation process and having a quantifiable score to provide clear guidance before filing the patent. Pairing these services with IP.com’s IQ Ideas+ can maximize the effectiveness of your patent application. IQ Ideas+ essential, AI-powered tools to help find inventors and engineers find better solutions faster, not only helping you quantify the amount of novelty your patent idea has but also pulling and comparing prior art, which simplifies the process and educates inventors and entrepreneurs. IQ Ideas+ helps quantify patent novelty, mitigates obviousness risk, helps the vitality of your idea, assists in organizing your idea, and helps you write more solid claims. At present it’s unclear to what level of service the USPTO’s pre-application program will be providing–and the quality of patent application ultimately determines the level of cost implications for the patent filer.


			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Pairing these services with IP.com’s IQ Ideas+ and InnovationQ+ can maximize the effectiveness of your patent application. Enhance your decision-making with the industry’s sole concept novelty scoring tool. Rely on the data-backed assessments to distinguish ideas poised for advancement in the innovation lifecycle and those requiring further iterations. Conduct thorough landscape searches into technology areas with the fully automated overview analysis. By using AI to focus this overview on only the most relevant technologies and companies, you can quickly focus your invention description on differentiators or even identify new competitors or opportunities for partnership.

Learn more about the power of IQ Ideas+ and Innovation Q+ now – Schedule a free demo.


			

				Schedule a Free Demo
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				Apple is the largest company in the world with a market capitalization of $2.99 trillion. It’s grown to such an enormous scale, acquiring startup tech, talent, professionals, and companies on its journey of growth since 1976. A pioneer of accessible technology, Apple has anchored its products, brand, and corporate direction on the concepts of innovation, accessibility, performance, and elegance. As it has grown, it’s integrated niche technologies into core products to enhance user capabilities, expand sales, and enter new market segments to establish new revenue streams. Over the years, Apple has been subject to numerous patent infringement cases and in recent years Apple has been leveraging its status as a goliath in the high-tech industry. Apple plays hardball with competitors and business partners alike. Unfortunately, this includes Apple using other’s intellectual property. 


			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Apple Watch Series Patent Infringement


			

				
				
				
				
				In recent news, Apple has faced a patent infringement suit regarding the blood oxygen technology in two of its Apple Watch Series models resulting in a halt in sales of their watch models. The halt in sales comes after the International Trade Commission ruled that these two models’ use of blood oxygen tracking violated a patent from health technology company Masimo. Masimo, a company that specializes in medical devices, argued that Apple violated a patent with its blood oxygen monitoring feature. Masimo filed a lawsuit against Apple in 2020 to the Central District of California and a case to the International Trade Commission in 2021. ITC made its decision in October of 2023, siding with Masimo and finding that Apple had violated two of the company’s patents. The ruling gave President Biden 60 days to review the patent violations and potentially veto it, which expired on December 25, 2023 without a white house response. Apple appealed the decision to the Federal Circuit, arguing that a pause on sales could negatively impact users who rely on Apple Watch safety and health features. Apple continues to gamble on patent infringement, a costly and laborious legal gamble, and this isn’t the first time Apple has been held to the flame over the last 15 years. But why continue this patent infringement gamble? Why not just strike a licensing deal with the creators? It comes down to money, sales, and buying time to acquire both. 


			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				The Gamble of Efficient Infringement

Apple is engaging in a practice now called “efficient infringement,” which is increasingly common today, especially among high-tech giants like Apple and Google. This occurs when a company chooses to infringe another’s patents given its calculation that it will pay less money in court-ordered judgment settlements than in a properly negotiated license agreement—after years of fighting the patent owner in court and before regulatory tribunals at the Patent Office and after forcing the patent owner to pay millions in legal fees. Too often, companies like Apple think they can just get away with infringing others’ patent rights because they have the resources to outlast patent owners in these legal challenges. 

The infringement case with Masimo began in 2020. Since that time, the Apple Watch became the best-selling wearable in 2020 with 43 million units sold. In 2021 Apple sold 46 million units, and in 2022 almost 54 million units were sold. The wearable technology vertical of Apple’s sales earned Apple $41.1 billion in 2022–tens of billions of dollars in sales revenue each year compared to a potential million-dollar lawsuit settlement 


			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Apple Watch Series Patent Infringement


			

				
				
				
				
				The sales Apple attains by violating a patent and marching directly to market without a license are potentially hundreds of times higher than the penalty payout as a result of the infringement. When a private entity monopolizes a market to the point that it feels poised to challenge a governing body such as the International Trade Commission. As tech monopolies grow, the issues of efficient infringement will continue to plague smaller corporations’ technologies. And as new innovation is developed, it will be interesting to see how governing bodies flex their strength to maintain regulation and legal adherence.
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				Google recently released a video introducing their new AI model called Gemini, which presents the moderator’s engagement with the AI Gemini to discuss and prompt back and forth dialogue about a variety of different subjects in the video. What appears to be an organic, candid conversation about drawings, the world map, games, and more is really incredible to witness, but is this authentically AI or is it an illusion? If you look carefully in the description of the video it states “For the purposes of this demo, latency has been reduced and Gemini outputs have been shortened for brevity.” Google published a blog post at the same time as the video elaborating further on how the video was made. Google continues to elaborate on a technique called “multimodal prompting” where different combinations of modalities are provided to the AI ahead of time to provide the context it needs to determine what exactly it is looking at. For example, a hand displayed with a fist clenched could be interpreted a variety of ways by Gemini, but by providing an image of a flat hand and a hand in a scissor position afterwards, the AI can then deduce that it is the game rock, paper, scissors that it is witnessing. To add insult to injury, Google further admitted to Bloomberg that the video was not recorded in real-time and voice prompts were not even used, the vocal interaction with Gemini that you hear was dubbed in later. So why is Google working so hard to present AI’s potential in a misleading or falsified way? Why bother at all? Why not wait until the technology actually exists as Google has presented and introduced it at that time? The answer lies in Google’s priority for the sociological adoption and comfortability of AI usage for the general public. 


			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Google’s Influence on Tech Adoption


			

				
				
				
				
				Since 1998, Google’s influence across an array of tech markets has grown considerably, and with that growth comes a considerable level of influence on the general public’s perception of technology standards. A survey conducted in November of 2021 by the Pew Research center found that only 18% of Americans were more excited about AI than concerned about it, with 37% mostly concerned, and 45% equally concerned and excited. This is just one example of the barriers facing technological adoption of AI in society. With all technology advancements, the general public’s adoption and comfortability will help determine the success of the technology. We witnessed the same sociological perception shift with the automotive industry in the early-to-mid 1900s, with the internet in the 1980s and 1990s, with sustainable tech solutions in the 2000s–the list goes on, which shaped the world we live in today. AI is no different, and it’s in Google’s best interest to mold the landscape of AI to influence society and reduce barriers to AI adoption in the future.


			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				What are the implications of illusionary AI presentations?

The technology landscape is changing at an exponentially faster pace and the motivation for organizations and developers to “out-do” one another with new technology has become a standard in the technology races. AI’s recent explosion has prompted a rapid tech race to out-do and improve the power of AI, with organizations even going so far as to use video editing to romanticize the potential power of AI for viewers to encourage and influence consumer readiness. But at what cost?

The depiction of Google’s Gemini AI in their recently launched video followed by the swift confession of the inaccuracy and manipulation of it to depict the potential “dream state” of Gemini is a perfect example of irresponsible promotion and risks eroding the natural societal progress to using AI responsibly–and Google knows all about the concerns with using AI responsibly. A Google search for “Responsible AI” in late September 2023 returned about 1,010,000,000 results. The criticality of Responsible AI is rooted in what it comprehends: the ethics that guide AI’s creation and use, and the security measures used to safeguard it and its users.


			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				What does this mean for the future?


			

				
				
				
				
				As with all new technologies, it’s difficult to accurately comprehend what will happen. As influential private corporations, governments, and society in general push AI ahead, authenticity, transparency, security, and safety of consumers engaging with AI-powered technology at work and at home are paramount.

IP.com has been delivering AI-assisted software and solutions for its clients with a dedicated focus on maintaining responsible use of AI at all levels. AI integration is a tool–an enhancement to accomplish the core goals of our technology faster and more reliably for our customers. You can read more about the role of responsible AI in accelerating the innovation workflow in our new whitepaper.
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				The impact of current inflation rates, the consolidation of organizations within the healthcare & pharmaceutical industries, and pharmaceutical price implications on U.S. government health programs such as Medicare and Medicaid have brought the Bayh-Dole Act back into the headlines of innovation industry news. This has led to another review of the core purpose of the Act, current administration’s impact with these efforts 1, and the impact that U.S. government pressure on pharmaceutical cost regulation will have on the continued successful growth of innovation across many industries. The recent administration’s statement is focused on the diversification of licenses to third parties for products developed using federal funds–research funded by taxpayer dollars–to combat the consolidation and monopolization of the health care markets, promote equitable access to lower-priced drugs that were/are taxpayer-funded, improving healthcare transparency, and lower overall healthcare costs.


			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				But how does this affect innovation across other industries?


			

				
				
				
				
				While current controversy of the recent administration’s statement is specific to the healthcare and pharmaceutical sectors, The Bayh-Dole Act, officially known as the “University and Small Business Patent Procedures Act,” was enacted in 1980 in the United States with the purpose of reigniting U.S. government-funded research and innovation developed through non-profits, educational institutions, and small businesses across all industries. Prior to the Bayh-Dole Act, the U.S. government typically retained ownership of inventions resulting from federally funded research. The Act allows not-for-profits, small businesses, and institutions to own and control the IP generated from federally funded research, providing them with the autonomy to make decisions about licensing and commercialization. It helped change the landscape of intellectual property management by incentivising greater engagement with the private sector and has since been revised multiple times2 since its enactment.


			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				While refusing or eliminating government involvement in R&D across industry sectors may seem like the logical, reactionary (albeit extreme) response to U.S. government pressure on the healthcare sector’s IP ownership, the fact remains that the U.S government leads the world in R&D expenditures, investing $657.5 billion in R&D expenditures in 2019 (leading the world at 27% of global R&D), and is the second largest contributor to global R&D growth worldwide3. While innovations patented through government-funded research represents a fraction of that total, the Act only reinforces innovation across institutions, not-for-profits, and small businesses by granting access to these government assets.


			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Across Academia, The federal government has long been the largest funder and provided more than half (53%, or around $45 billion) of total funds in 2019. Six departments or agencies provided more than 90% of federal support for academic R&D. Without the Act providing a funding source for R&D across Academia, it would reduce the innovation impact the U.S has on the global market.


			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				How to Best utilize R&D funding and Maximize R&D Innovation Workflows


			

				
				
				
				
				Regardless of current administration pressures on the healthcare and pharmaceutical industries, it remains clear that the Bayh-Dole Act as a whole continues to foster diverse innovation by providing institutions, not-for-profits, and small business ongoing government funding.


			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				While R&D funding is one of the most critical elements of the R&D process–without which, implementing research wouldn’t even be possible–optimizing team productivity, patent research, competitive analysis, and overall innovation workflow is critical to maximizing research funding. The IP Suite, a robust set of software solutions and analytics that offer competitive data analytics, streamline innovation workflows from ideation to application, and maximize costs, delivers all of the secure, trusted, and comprehensive innovation, ideation, and analytics power to meet your needs.
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Safe, Secure & Trustworthy AI Webinar: Using AI Today to Drive ROI and Innovation

Discover how to harness the potential of AI while ensuring security, confidentiality, and trust in your IP and innovation strategies. Join us on November 2, 2023, at 12 PM for this informative webinar.

Ameet Bhattacharya, our Chief Technology Officer at IP.Com® and Kris Tones, our Solutions Architect at IP.com will be expert panelists along with Gene Quinn, President & CEO of IPWatchdog, Inc. will be speaking on the prevailing topic of AI and how it can drive ROI and innovation in your company.

We all know that staying current in technology is the key to success and prosperity. While it is perfectly appropriate to be cautious about the use of AI, responsible uses and applications to grow and defend IP and innovation strategies safely are not only possible today but also essential. The opportunity presented by AI is too great to allow it to go unused in daily practice. So, the question is not whether you should be using AI but how to safely and securely use AI to facilitate innovation and drive ROI.

This webinar will cover how IP.com, a leader in AI-powered IP workflow solutions, has laid a foundation for secure, responsible, and ethical AI to drive business-critical ROI and revolutionize the industry. Attendees will receive exclusive, early access to IP.com’s latest white paper: “The Role of Responsible AI in Accelerating Innovation,” and the panel’s conversation will focus on using AI today and ensuring AI output is trustworthy, accurate, and reliable.
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				IP.com, a pioneer in AI-powered solutions for intellectual property and innovation, is thrilled to unveil its innovative, self-serve, online storefront, available at Storefront. This transformative offering sets a new industry benchmark, providing cost-effective access to InnovationQ+ – democratizing access for everyone from individual inventors to IP professionals.

InnovationQ+ is renowned for its AI-powered workflows, empowering businesses with actionable insights. The launch of the self-serve portal represents a significant milestone for IP.com, ushering in a new era of accessibility and affordability.

“Our vision has been to provide broader access to solutions which accelerate innovation,” said John Bonin, CEO at IP.com. “We want to empower engineers to change the world, help individual inventors bring their dreams to life, and give IP and R&D professionals the tools they need to excel, even without an enterprise license, granting them access to the impressive capabilities of the AI-enabled Innovation Power Suite™. This momentous launch aligns perfectly with IP.com’s core values, focusing on transforming data into actionable decisions, unlocking superior results throughout the innovation lifecycle, and fostering confidence in every interaction.”


			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				IP.com’s storefront offers four low-cost options:


			

			

				
				
				
				
				
			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Basic Plan:

get started quickly with AI-powered search essentials.


			

				Learn More
			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Premium PLan:

includes powerful features such as HD-Analyze, Synopsis AI, unlimited projects and more, to provide the right tools for individuals.


			

				Learn More
			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Day Pass:

full access to all the powerful features of the Enterprise Edition in a single-day package – ideal for lawyers and attorneys doing project work.


			

				Learn More
			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Enterprise:

designed for multi-seat enterprises and includes all of the power and features of InnovationQ+ with other benefits.
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				OUr Commitment


			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				The commitment to customer satisfaction from IP.com shines through with a 2-day free trial. Customers can select their preferred plan and cancel anytime without hassle.

Now customers no longer need to settle for subpar free options or commit to costly, year-long subscriptions with outdated solutions. InnovationQ+ from IP.com provides an affordable, high-quality alternative delivering actionable insights.


			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				While the storefront focuses on InnovationQ+, IP.com still offers access to other solutions like IQ Ideas+, Defensive Publishing, and a host of custom IP services.

IP.com’s value proposition is clear – smarter workflows lead to faster innovation, resulting in greater ROI. InnovationQ+, now accessible through the Storefront, offers unmatched ease-of-use, superior data quality, and proven results, making it the optimal choice for investing in AI technology.

For more information and to experience the future of AI-powered innovation analytics, visit Storefront.
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get started quickly with AI-powered search essentials.
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				Premium PLan:

includes powerful features such as HD-Analyze, Synopsis AI, unlimited projects and more, to provide the right tools for individuals.
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				Day Pass:

full access to all the powerful features of the Enterprise Edition in a single-day package – ideal for lawyers and attorneys doing project work.
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				Enterprise:

designed for multi-seat enterprises and includes all of the power and features of InnovationQ+ with other benefits.
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				We are watching as a wave of artificial intelligence permeates consumer platforms everywhere. AI is having a significant impact on the patent industry, revolutionizing various aspects of the patent process. The use of AI in patented processes and products over the years has grown substantially. Machine learning is the dominant artificial intelligence (AI) technique and is found in 40% of all AI-related patents studied and the technique grows at an average rate of 28% every year.


			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Here are a few ways in which AI is being integrated into the innovation and ideation workflow to optimize the patent process:


			

			

				
				
				
				
				
			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				1: Prior art search:

AI-powered algorithms can quickly analyze vast amounts of data, including patents, scientific papers, and other relevant sources, to identify prior art. This helps patent examiners and patent attorneys save time and effort in conducting comprehensive prior art searches.


			

				
				
				
				
				2: Automated patent drafting:

AI tools can assist in the generation of patent applications by analyzing existing patents and providing suggestions for claims and descriptions. This can streamline the drafting process, increase efficiency, and improve the quality of patent applications.


			

				
				
				
				
				3: Patent classification and categorization:

AI algorithms can accurately classify and categorize patents based on their content, which helps in organizing patent databases and enables better search and retrieval of patent information.


			

				
				
				
				
				4: Predictive analytics:

AI can analyze patent data to identify trends, patterns, and potential areas of innovation. It can provide insights into emerging technologies, help identify white spaces in specific industries, and aid in making strategic decisions related to patent filing and portfolio management.


			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				5: Patent valuation and licensing:

AI can assist in assessing the value of patents by analyzing their technical and commercial relevance, citation networks, and market trends. This helps patent holders in licensing negotiations and determining the worth of their intellectual property assets.


			

				
				
				
				
				6: Patent infringement detection:

AI algorithms can analyze large volumes of data, including patent documents, technical specifications, and product descriptions, to identify potential instances of patent infringement. This can help patent owners monitor the market and take appropriate legal action when necessary.


			

				
				
				
				
				7: Patent examination and evaluation:

AI tools can assist patent examiners in reviewing and assessing patent applications. By automating certain tasks, such as identifying inconsistencies or similarities with prior art, AI can improve the efficiency and accuracy of the examination process.


			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				AI LEgalities


			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				But can AI legally file patent applications?

Consumers everywhere are concerned about the dissemination of AI liberally throughout consumer-facing applications for fear that it will disrupt or replace originality and innovation and potentially replace jobs. The emergence of artificial intelligence-related technology as a means of innovation has led to uncertainties for companies across industries, primarily because U.S. patent law has historically held that intellectual property rights be assigned only to humans. So, can AI legally file patent applications on its own? In other words, can AI patent innovate independently from people? The answer: as the law currently stands, inventions purely developed by an AI machine are not eligible for patent protection.


			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				USPTO POLICY


			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Federal Circuit decision, Thaler v. Vidal

As the USPTO explored the policy and legal issues surrounding AI inventorship, it was presented with an opportune test case. In 2019, an AI system named DABUS (short for Device for the Autonomous Bootstrapping of Unified Sentience) was credited as the inventor in two patent applications filed by Stephen Thaler, the developer of the AI system.

The USPTO and Federal Circuit’s opinions imply that inventions made by human beings with the assistance of AI are eligible for patent protection. However, there is uncertainty and much debate as to how much AI assistance is too much for patentability. And as the law currently stands, inventions purely developed by an AI machine are not eligible for patent protection.

The USPTO rejected the applications, finding them incomplete for lack of a valid inventor. The USPTO held that the Patent Act limits inventorship to natural persons, referring to U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit opinions reaching similar conclusions in denying inventorship status to states and corporations.

Dr. Thaler sought review of the decision, but the district court agreed with the USPTO’s conclusion and denied inventorship status to DABUS. The court found “overwhelming evidence” that Congress intended to limit the definition of “inventor” to natural persons. The court also referenced findings from the USPTO’s 2019 Federal Register notice in emphasizing that many commentators disagreed with Dr. Thaler’s view that AI machines should be recognized as inventors.


			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				Dr. Thaler filed a petition for a writ of certiorari with the Supreme Court in March 2023, giving the justices an opportunity to speak on this issue. But a drastic shift in patent inventorship would require exploration of myriad complex questions, including:

	If AI can be an inventor, what happens to the human-based standards by which innovation is judged when deciding patentability?
	Would an AI inventor be charged with all the knowledge on the internet?
	If that’s the case, wouldn’t everything become obvious and therefore unpatentable to an AI?



			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				IMPLICATIONS OF AI


			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				The long-term implications of AI in the patent world

Overall, AI is transforming the patent industry by increasing efficiency, reducing costs, and improving the quality of patent-related services. It is enabling faster and more accurate decision-making, enhancing patent searches and analysis, and providing valuable insights for strategic decision-making in intellectual property management.


			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				The ability to obtain a patent on an invention is a critical means for businesses to protect their intellectual property and maintain a competitive edge in the marketplace. But the requirement that an “inventor” be a natural person is at odds with the reality of AI-generated inventions.

As the conversation around AI inventorship unfolds, companies should be aware of alternative ways to protect their AI-generated inventions, such as using trade secrets. Similar developments in copyright law denying protection for purely AI-developed works only add to the complications that owners face in obtaining adequate IP protections for AI creations.


			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				The future of AI is highly uncertain. The USPTO is not closed off to AI integration, however protocols will need to change and evolve to adequately protect the process. In February 2023, the USPTO engaged the community for feedback regarding two critical points:

> The USPTO should expand its current guidance on inventorship to address situations in which AI significantly contributes to inventions.

> Other countries have effective approaches to AI inventorship issues.

AI is continuing to evolve as an “assistive technology” rather than a replacement technology. How the innovative landscape evolves to accommodate AI is still uncertain.


			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				AI INTEGRATION


			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				AI is an integrated assistant tool within the IP Suite. Our commitment is to responsible and transparent AI that accelerates productivity, efficiency, decision-making and ROI vs replacing people and functions or putting companies at risk by introducing experimental AI that puts patents, portfolios or businesses at risk.

Learn more about the IP Suite by downloading our overview brochure and reach out to us to learn more.
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				READY TO INNOVATE?


			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Newsletter

Want to keep up with everything we’re doing?
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									InnovationQ+
	IQ Ideas+
	Defensive Publishing
	Prior Art Database
	Patent Vitality Report
	Portfolio Intelligence Report
	Technology Vitality Report


							

							
							
							
				
					
				

			

						

						
					

				

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Services


			

					
					
					
					
					
						
						
							
									Freedom to Operate
	Patentability Search Services
	State of the Art Search
	Evidence of Use Search
	Patent Landscape
	Patent Invalidity/Validity
	Consulting Services
	Editing Services


							

							
							
							
				
					
				

			

						

						
					

				

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Strategy


			

					
					
					
					
					
						
						
							
									Innovation Lifecycle
	Competitive Intelligence
	Portfolio Analysis
	Merger & Acquisition Data
	Licensing Opportunities
	Competitor Analysis
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